THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

the firing of a long-range rocket. This site was very heavily attacked
as long ago as September, and has been under continual treatment since
by the heaviest weapons borne by the British and American Air
Forces. We also carried out a most thorough air reconnaissance of
the whole of North-West France and Belgium. This was an immense
task, and not without its cost, but in the result we discovered in October
last that in addition to the large structures of the Watten type other
structures, in greater numbers, were being erected all along the French
coast between Havre and Calais. I meditated at that time whether I
should make a statement to the House in Secret Session on the subject,
but on the whole, everything being in such a hypothetical condition,
I thought that might cause needless alarm, and that we had better
proceed step by step till we had greater assurances as to what we
could say.

The reconnaissance which we carried out was an immense task,
but it yielded very important information. Eventually we found that
about 100 of these rather smaller sites all along the French coast
between Havre and Calais were being erected, and we concluded that
they would be the firing-points for a jet-propelled projectile much,
smaller than the rocket to which our thoughts had first been turned.
All these hundred firing-points were continuously bombed since last
December, and every one of them was destroyed by the Royal Air
Force, with, the wholehearted assistance of the growing United States
air power. If it had not been for our bombing operations in France and
Germany, the counter-preparations in which we indulged, the bombard-
ment of London would no doubt have started perhaps six months
earlier and on a very much heavier scale. Under the pressure of our
counter-measures, the enemy, who felt, among other impulses, the
need of having something to boast about and carrying on a war of
nerves in order to steady the neutrals and satellites and assuage his
own public opinion, developed a new series of prefabricated structures
which could be rapidly assembled and well camouflaged, especially
during periods of cloudy weather. It is from those comparatively
light and very rapidly erected structures that the present attack is
being made.

What is the scale of this attack ? The hundred firing-sites which
were destroyed, assuming that the enemy's production of the missiles
was adequate, could have delivered a vastly greater discharge of
H,E. on London per day than what we have now. I think it is only
just to the British and American Air Forces to record that diminution
by their untiring and relentless efforts in the scale of the attack to
which we are now exposed. The new series of firing-points, like the first,
have been heavily and continuously bombed for several months past.
As new sites are constructed or existing ones repaired, our bombing
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